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H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 
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INFO AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 
RUWMFHIGXAMEMBASSY VICTORIA 779 

CONFIDENTIAL NAIROBI 1338 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PBOR, PINT, KE, SO 

SUBJECT: KENYA TO IMPLEMENT IDENTITY CARD SCHEME 

REF: 77 NAIROBI 13541 

1 . VICE PRESIDENT MOI ANNOUNCED JANUARY 25 THAT BEGINNING 
FEBRUARY 1 GOK WOULD INITIATE SCHEME INVOLVING COMPULSORY 
REGISTRATION OF ALL KENYANS. ADDRESSING GROUP OF OFFICIALS 
NOW BEING TRAINED TO IMPLEMENT REGISTRATION PLAN, MOI 
INDICATED THAT EACH CITIZEN WOULD EVENTUALLY BE ISSUED A 
LAMINATED CARD CONTAINING NAME, PHOTOGRAPH, AND AN 
IDENTIFYING NUMBER. HE ADDED THAT REGISTRATION EFFORT WILL 
BEGIN IN EASTERN AND NORTH EASTERN PROVINCES AND THEN 
PROCEED TO OTHER AREAS. EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS THAT CARD WILL 
ALSO REFLECT BEARER'S TRIBAL AFFILIATION. 

2. COMMENT: GOK HAS HAD SUCH A SCHEME UNDER CONSIDERATION 
FOR SOME TIME. IT FIRST CAME TO PUBLIC ATTENTION IN 
OCTOBER, 1977 IN CONTEXT OF GOK ORCHESTRATED PRESS CAMPAIGN 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 NAIROB 01338 2701 15Z POSS DUPE 

WHICH STIRRED CONCERN ABOUT ACTIVITIES OF ETHNICA SOMALIS 
IN KENYA(SEE REFTEL). INDEED, IT IS CLEAR THAT 
PRIMARY OBJECTIVE OF SCHEME IS TO ENHANCE INTERNAL 
SECURITY BY PROVIDING TOOL TO FACILITATE IDENTIFICATION 
AND CONTROL OF ETHNIC SOMALIS IN EASTERN AND NORTH 
EASTERN PROVINCES. SECNDARY OBJECTIVE IS TO 
INCULCATE SENSE OF BELONGING TO KENYAN NATION AMONG ALL 
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HOLDERS, AND ETHNIC SOMALIS IN PARTICULAR. 

3. LOGISTICAL PROBLEMS INVOLVED IN ESTABLISHING THIS 
KIND OF REGISTRATION PROGAM IN AN AREA INHABITED 
PRIMARILY BY NOMADS ARE ENORMOUS. UNLESS GOK COMMIT 
GREAT RESOURCES TO PROGRAM, IT IS NOT LIKELY TO PROGRESS 
SWIFTLY. 

LEMELLE 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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